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The Founding of Islam
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A.D. 500 - State of the World
• Exhaustion of the Church

• Nestorian expansion

• Jews, Nestorians, Monophysites

• Shameful treatment of Arabs 

• No Bible in Arabic

– 1st Arabic manuscript A.D. 837

– 1st Printed Arabic Bible A.D.1516  

• Hanifs

• Quraysh
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The Life of the Prophet - Childhood
• A.D. 570 - born to the tribe of Quraysh in Mecca.

• Father, Abd Allah, dies before his birth.

• Mother, Amina, dies when he is six.

• Grandfather, Abd al-Muttalib, dies when he is eight.

• Raised by his poor but well respected uncle, Abu 
Talib of the Hashimite clan.

• Stop and imagine his world – a poor orphan living 
in 6th century Arabia.
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A Trustworthy Young Man

• Called upon to settle disputes fairly. 

• A.D. 592 – Begins traveling with caravans to 
Syria where he meets Bahira, a Syrian 
Christian monk.

• A.D. 595 – Khadija proposes marriage 

• Contemplative

• A.D. 610 – Receives his 1st revelation – the 
Night of Power on Mt. Hira.
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His First Revelation

Read! In the name of 
your Lord, who has 
created (all that exists), 
and has created man 
from a clot of blood.

Qur’an 96:1
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His Message
• Allah is the only true God and Muhammad is the messenger of 

God.

• God is one and has no partners and idols are just wood and 
stone.

• Man’s duty is to submit to the will of God (Islam).

• God’s goodness is seen in his provision for man’s needs and men 
must be grateful.

• There is a Day of Judgment coming when the dead will arise and 
the righteous and unrighteous will be judged by God’s law.

• He spoke against mistreatment of orphans, women and the poor.

• He spoke against the usury of the wealthy and their unjust action.
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The First Sura of the Qur’an
In the name of Allah, most gracious, most merciful. 

Praise be to Allah, the cherisher and sustainer of the worlds; 
most gracious, most merciful; master of the day of 
judgment. 

Thee alone we worship, thee alone we ask for help. 

Show us the straight way, the way of those on whom thou 
has bestowed thy grace, those whose (portion) is not 
wrath, and who go not astray. 

al-Fatiha (The Opening)1-7
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Twelve Years of Persecution, 
Suffering, and Martyrdom

• A.D. 615/6 – Persecution 
forces some of his followers to 
flee to Abyssinia.  There they 
receive the protection of the 
Christian King!

• A.D. 619 – Khadija and Abu 
Talib die.

• Sometime before the Hijra, 
Muhammad is taken to 
Jerusalem and then up to 
heaven in a vision – al-Miraj.
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Christian Suffering
• Muhammad has a 

question: Why would God’s 
prophet suffer?

• Christians have an answer:

• Why does Christ suffer?

• Why do we follow the way 
of the cross?
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Muhammad’s Answer - Hijra
• Invited to lead the people of 

Yathrib.

• A.D.  622 – Hijra – flight to 
Medina – begins the Muslim Era.

• Seen as deliverance from 
suffering and the beginning of 
success.

• Call to prayer: “God is great, 
Come to prayer, Come to 
Success.”

• Begins to build a Muslim society
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Medina
• Trouble with Arab tribes

• Trouble with the Quraysh

• Trouble with the Jews

• Turns direction of prayer

• Seeks to return to Mecca & 
unite the Arab tribes
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The Beginning of the Muslim Era
• A.D. 624 – Muslim raiding of caravans leads to the successful battle 

of Badr (324 Muslims vs. 950 Meccans).

• A.D. 625 – Muslims defeated in the battle of Uhud.

• A.D. 627 – Meccans repelled at the battle of Ahzab (battle of the 
trench).

• A.D. 628 – The treaty of Hudaibya allows Muhammad to return to 
Mecca the next year.

• A.D. 629 – Muhammad returns to Mecca on his 1st pilgrimage with 
2,000 Muslims.

• A.D. 630 - Muhammad and 10,000 Muslims peacefully take Mecca 
on Jan 11th.General amnesty declared.  Ka’aba cleansed.
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What do you think of Muhammad?
• Muhammad the reformer

– Paganism to Monotheism 

– Brings the rule of law

• Muhammad the leader

– Tribalism to Nationalism

• Muhammad the historical 
figure

– Name the top three (Jesus, 
Muhammad, Buddha)
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Muhammad the Human
• If we criticizes him for his treatment of women then what 

about David or Solomon? 

• If we criticizes him for his advancing through battles then 
what about the book of Judges, the Crusades, Western 
imperialism, or the Iraq war of 2003? 

• If we criticizes him for his use of power then how do we 
use power?

• If we criticizes him for his failures then what of Gideon’s 
or ours? 

• The difference between Muslims and Christians is not our 
behavior, its our savior. 
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Who was Muhammad?
• The greatest and last divine 

prophet of God?

• A reformer - a seeker of God 
and truth, looking for answers 
to injustice?

• A political leader - ideals 
corrupted by power, money 
and women? 
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Our Response to Muhammad
• Hagar and Ishmael

• Who are God’s people? – Isaiah 61

• Our temptation to vilify Muhammad

– Counter productive

– Unbiblical

• Can we sympathize with Muhammad?
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His Successors
• MUHAMMAD – dies A.D. 632

• 1st Caliph – ABU BAKR – A.D. 632 - 634 

– Prevents the Arab tribes from breaking away and first defeat of 
the Byzantine and expands Islam into Syria, Yemen and Iraq.

• 2nd Caliph – UMAR – A.D. 634 – 644 

– Captures Jerusalem (638), Damascus (636), Alexandria. Gains 
control of Egypt (641) and Persia.  Makes Arabia an exclusively 
Muslim zone.

• 3rd Caliph – UTHMAN – A.D. 644 – 656

– Establishes official text of the Qur`an.  

• 4th Caliph – ALI – A.D. 656 – 661 

– His death leads to the split of the Sunni (Umayyad Caliphs) and 
the Shi’a (the party of Ali and the Imams).
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The 
Schism

Muhammad

Abu Bakr

Umar

Uthman

Ali (Fatima)

Muawiya al Hasan

al-Husayn

more Imams

Shi‘a Islam – 15%
“Party of Ali”

Umayyad 662-750
Damascus

Abbasid 751-1258
Baghdad

Sunni Islam – 80%


